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GREAT JOY FOR ALL PEOPLE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 
 

(Most of this sermon is from a sermon by David Schmitt in his sermon series Voices from the 

Edge, pp. 50-55)

 

Luke 2:1-20 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 

cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 

said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  

 

14  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 

he is pleased!”   
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15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has made known to us.”  

16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 

them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 

told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 

20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them.

 

There are two kinds of shepherds in the Middle East.  There are peasant shepherds and 

nomadic shepherds. Peasant shepherds live in the local village. In the morning, the 

peasant shepherd leads his flock out of the sheepfold. He leads them out to the local 

pastures. Then, in the evening he leads them back to the village and through the gate 

of the sheepfold. This is the type of shepherd Jesus speaks about in the parables, who 

makes use of a fold, a gate, a door, and who, when a sheep is lost, goes out to search 

for it while leaving the rest in the fold. When he finds the lost sheep he puts it on his 

shoulders, carries it home, and upon arriving home calls his neighbors to come and 

rejoice with him that he found his lost sheep. This is the peasant shepherd who lives in a 

village, so he actually has a home and has neighbors.  

 

The other type is the nomadic shepherd, or what some people refer to as a Bedouin. 

The nomadic shepherd does not have a home. He migrates from place to place, living 

in tents, constantly seeking pasture for his flock. Those who live in villages distrust him. 

He is considered to be a trespasser, a trickster, a liar, a con artist, who can say 

whatever he wants knowing that he’ll be moving on. He will be living out in the fields 

keeping watch over his flock by night, because he has no village to return to. 

 

So, think about it. A census was being taken by Rome. All of the people would be 

counted, except for the nomadic shepherds. They had no town of their own in which 

to register. They would not be counted, because they did not count. Yet, of all the 

people that the angel could have appeared to tell about the birth of the Savior, he 

was sent to these no count nomadic shepherds. Reminding us that this great joy was 

being given to all people, even the people that the rest of the world tends to forget. 
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We Christians tend to forget that this joy is for all people. We have grown accustomed 

to making a distinction between those who celebrate Christmas and those who 

merely celebrate the holidays. I even caught myself the other day saying to a store 

clerk, “Happy Holidays.” What was I thinking? I’ve found that if you say “Merry 

Christmas,” the reply you get is “Merry Christmas.” But here I was saying “Happy 

Holidays,” because we just assume that’s all it is for some people, forgetting that the 

joy of Christmas is meant for them, too. And the Lord wants them to hear that, to know 

that. 

 

Even the church tends to forget that this joy is for all people. A number of years ago 

when Christmas Day fell on a Sunday, a number of churches across the country 

decided not to hold services that morning, since many churches have eliminated the 

more lightly attended Christmas Day service. The media jumped all over it, claiming 

that churches had cancelled Christmas. One senior pastor responded by saying: “We 

don’t see it as not having church on Christmas. We see it as decentralizing the church 

on Christmas, hundreds of thousands of experiences going on around Christmas trees. 

The best way to honor the birth of Jesus is for families to have a more personal 

experience on that day.” 

 

Notice that he limited the church to families. Only families would be celebrating 

Christmas. Those who were single, widowed, divorced, or those who were part of 

families that don’t have much Christmas at home because for them religion and 

family don’t mix so well would not be celebrating Christmas. This joy was not for them. 

The church made the mistake of equating the kingdom of God with the nuclear 

family. Everyone else could count themselves out. So many singles and others would 

not be celebrating with their families around the Christmas tree, so by not having a 

worship service to attend on Christmas Day their Christmas was in a way cancelled. 

 

Yet, forgetting that this joy is for all people is something we may do even to ourselves. 

Our unrealistic expectations of this day can take our joy away. Strain in our 

relationships can cause us to not hear the message of this day. Or, we may sit here 

and wonder what it would be like this day if a certain loved one were still here.  
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So, even as we come to worship this Christmas Day, we may wonder whether this joy is 

really for us. We may be missing out on this joy. 

 

It is a blessing to listen to the story again! It is a blessing to think about whom God 

wanted to make certain that they heard. The lost. The forgotten. The overlooked. 

Those who fall between the cracks. Those who are not counted or counted out. To 

God, every single human matters. To God, you matter. For this reason, He sent His Son 

to take upon Himself human flesh, to bear all human suffering, die under all divine 

judgment, and rise to bring new life to all. There is no sin He cannot handle. There is no 

suffering He has not fought and overcome. To every person, in every situation, Jesus 

brings a word of forgiveness. The joy God brings is for all people. And this morning it is 

for you. Jesus makes you part of the family of God. 

 

So, I am glad that we did not cancel our Christmas Day service. And I am glad that 

you came today. There may have been some reason, some something, that would 

have prevented you or me from coming today. But God has brought has us to this 

place because He wanted us to not fall between the cracks but to hear the words of 

the angel: “Fear not, for I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

 

AMEN 


